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"The excavation in Drakospilia of Paliki", in the area of cultural
events of FOIVOS Winery in Vouni, 23.07.2015, at 19.30°



Drakospilia: a ritual cave in west
‘eschatia’ of Cephalonia.

The cave “Drakospilia” is located in the
western edge of Cephalonia, on the steep
slope of the SW coastline of the peninsula
of Paliki. The excavation works started in 2006.
Although the place was found spoliated, a large number
of findings revealed its intensive use during the
Neolithic period, as well as during the late archaic,
classical and Hellenistic periods. The most numerous
findings of the historic era were the terracotta figurines:
we found a wide variety of Protomes: full-face, slightly
or ¥ turned, female figures, having similar examples in
the lonian islands and the opposite coasts, Athens,
Corinth and some colonies of Magna Grecia. Amongst
the protomes we noted many local types. The most
Interesting findings were the terracotta reliefs: a)
rectangular plaques depicting gods, for example

Apollo and Artemis, b) rectangular reliefs with female
portraits in profile, c) terracotta plaques with
semicircular upper end, representing probably Artemis
and Artemis-Selene, and d) round reliefs with dancing
nymphs. The discovery of terracotta reliefs and
protomes made from the same mould, support the
existence of one or more local workshops in the area of
ancient Pale. Segmental inscriptions found incised on
fragments of vases, and figures represented on the relief
tablets, lead us to the conclusion that the ritual cave
hosted the worship of the Nymphs and Pan, Apollo,
Artemis and probably Demetra.




ApaxooTnd: £vo AATPEVTIKO 6TNAUL0
otV OvTIKN «Eoyatia» tng Keparoviac.

To omAoo "dparxoorniia” Ppicketal 6To
OLTIKO kPO TG Keparovidg, otnv amdtoun
nopetd g NA aKktiig Tng xepsovincov Tng
Hoc?mcng Ot owacsKoc(psg Eexivnoav 1o 2006. ITopa to
YEYOVOG 0TL 0 Y OPOG PpEDNKE GLANLEVOG, EVag UEYAAOG
apOLLOG EVPNUATOV PAVEPDVEL TNV EVTATIKT Yp1ION
TOV, TOGO GTOVG TPOIGTOPLKOVS YPOVOVE, OGO KOL GTOVG
16TOPIKOVG (GTO TEAN TNG OPYATKNG ETOYNG, OTNV
KAOGIKT) KOl akknvwm(n nepiooo). Ta mAéov
ToAVAPIOLO ELPTUOTA TV IGTOPIKAOV YPOVOV NTAV TO
mAtva eLoMa: BpEdnke peydin mowkidMa TpoTou®Y,
KLUPI®C YOVOUKEIDV LOPPOV, TTOV £YOVV VALY
napadetypota ota [ovia vnotd Kot Tic amEvavTt aKTEC,
otnv Anva, v KopivBo kor pepucéc amokiec g
Meydinc EALGd0c. Metald tmv mpotopav Eexmpilovy
TOTIKO1 TOTOL EWWAI®V. Ta o evolaupépovta
EVPNUATO ATOTEAODV LIKPA THAVA ovEyALQO,
TAaKiO-TtivakeC Tov amekoviCovv: o) Bgovg, Omm¢ 0
Anorwv, N Aptepug kot 1 Aptepug-Xerivn P)
YOVOIKEIES TPOTOLLES GE TPOPIA, ) KUKAIKOVG YOPOLG
voueav. H gbpeon mAveov Tivakmy Kot IpoTopdy
OV £X0VV KATAGKELOOTEL 0o TNV {O1aL unTpa,
PavEPOVOLY TNV VTLAPEN EVOG 1) TEPIGGOTEPOV TOTIKMY
epyootnpinv oy meptoxn g apyaiog Iaing. Ot
OTOCTAGHOTIKEG ENLYPOPES TOV PPEBnKaV YopayHEVES
ot Opavopoto ayyeiov, kabng kot ot HOPPES TV
TNAIVOV TPOTOUMV, LOG 001YOUV GTO GLUTEPACLLO OTL
TO ATPELTIKO GTNANL0 PLAOEEVNGE TN AdTPEiD TV
Noueanv kot tov I1dva, tov AntdAlmva, g ApTEULO0C
Ko TOavOov Kot TG ANUNTPOC.



Hpoypappo Exonrlmong

19.30° : Xaipetiopog Avtionudpyov I. Katoiéin

19.45°-20.30": Ztavp. Zapoaptlidov-Opkomodrov (Ap. ApyaioAdyog) /
Ioavva Evotabiov (ApyaioAdyoc-ZanAatoAdyoq):

«H avaoka@n kot Ta gvppate oty Apakosanid IHoikng»

20.30°-20.45": Anuntpng Meooapng (Apyrtextov-Mnyovikog):
« H pooPfaon oto omniaro»

20.45°-21.00": Baoiing INavvomoviog (Ap. I'ewAdyog-EnnAaioAdyoq):
«Anmovpyio Zaniaiowvy.

Oa akolovOnoel pkpn deEimon

Event Program

19.30": Salutation from Deputy Mayor G. Katsivelis

19.45°-20.30": Stavr. Samartzidou-Orkopoulou (Dr. archaeologist)/
loanna Efstathiou (Archaeologist-Speleologist):

"The excavation and the findings of Drakospilia Cave in Paliki”

20.30°-20.45": Dimitris Messaris (Architect):
"The access to the cave«

20.45°-21.00": Vasilis Giannopoulos (Dr. Geologist-Speleologist):
"The Creation of Caves".

A small reception will follow



